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By Gerald Strine 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Carlos Marcello, the old- 
est of six brothers and, ad- 
mittedly, “the head of the 
family,” appeared before the 
House Select Committee on 
Crime yesterday. He got off 
easy. 

The architect of the “Mar- 
cello Structure,” allegedly 
the head man of the New Or- 
leans syndicate and a senior 
don in the Cosa Nostra, de- 
nied any links to horse rac- 
ing or illegal gambling in 
Louisiana. He said he 
doubted the existence of or- 
ganized crime. He said he 
was a good tomato salesman 
who, once upon a time, had 
been persecuted — not prose- 
cuted — by Bobby Kennedy. 

Aaron , Kohn, of the New 
Orleans 'crime commission, 
thought the House men had 
not been thoroughly 
briefed on yesterday’s main 
subject. “The interrogation,” 
Kohn submitted, “might 
have been more searching.” 
Especially since Marcello 
once pleaded the Fifth 
Amendment 141 times be- 
fore the McClellan Commit- 
tee. 

Marcello was permitted to 
spend much of his time in 
the witness chair explaining 
his whirlwind visit to Cen- 
tral America in April 1961. 
Born in Tunisia, then a 
French territory, of Sicilian 
parents, Marcello never be- 
came a naturalized citizen. 
Although living in the U.S. 
since he was a child. This 
has presented problems. 

“On April 4 I reported to 
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, Immigration like I always 
did, every three months,” he 
said. “But the same day the 
(federal) authorities put me 
on a plane to Guatemala. I 
was kidnapped.” 

Marcello reportedly had 
produced a forged birth cer- 
tificate from a town in Gua- 
temala. The Attorney Gener- 
al’s office contended it was 
only returning the contro- 
versial figure— whom Italy, 
Sicily, France and Tunisia 
all refused— to his native 
land. 

“I - spent that first, night 
sharing a side of a bed with 
a secretary of a friend in 
her apartment,” Marcello re- 
ported. “When I saw boots, 
and a lumber jacket, in the 
room I said ‘that’s it!’ I 
couldn’t sleep all that 
night.” 


Amendment a few times 
when the line of questioning 
was not to his liking, but re- 
turned to the answering fold 
once the interrogators sof- 
tened their approach. 

Kohn admitted that Mar- 
cello probably “earned” 
some of the $20,000. 

“What he does,” Kohn 
said, “is to get business for 
them that they couldn’t, get 
otherwise. And he doesn’t 
do it by carrying tomato 
samples around with him.” 

Kohn, in an appearance 
Thursday before the com- 
mittee, charged that part- 
ners of Marcello are ; in- 
volved in the Louisiana 
rackets. He 1 admits, grudg- 
ingly, to a certain respect 
for the old, gray-haired man 
who showed up yesterday 
wearing a nattily matched 
gray suit and lavender tie. 

“Marcello plays the dou- 
ble image projection to 
perfection,” Kohn said. “It’s 
the. role straight out of ‘The 
Godfather’, and he has it 
down as well as anybody in 
the business today.” 


Marcello later was de- 
ported to San Salvador, and 
then to Honduras. He said 
he returned to the United 
States by a “small plane,” to 
Miami. Some people believe 
he came back; by shrimp 
boat, to another port. 

The Orleans crime figure 
repeatedly stressed that his 
main income stems from the 
“land investment business 
. • . speculating.” Internal 
Revenue forms indicated he 
earned as much as $20,000 a 
year (in 1966) from the Peli- 
can Tomato Company. Mar- 
cello invoked the Fifth 



